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   President’s Message: Flossie’s Venture 

By Carol Gregoire 
 

   In December of 2012 our family lost a beloved aunt, sister and mother, Florence 
Amy Munroe, to pancreatic cancer. At our SFA reunion in 2012, when she told us 
about the disease, she said, “I’ve had a really wonderful life.” I’d like to share one of 
the stories about her from our family book, The Millers, Our Unending Story. 
 
   She had a dream of visiting California someday. While working at an insurance 
company she shared her dream with her friends and they agreed to save for the trip 
and go with her. After working at the Clark School for the Deaf, she decided in 
1957 to contact her friends about going to California. They didn’t want to go, but 
she was determined and decided to go alone and leave her life and family in Mon-
son, MA behind. 
 
   As she discussed her plans with her parents she told them, “Our neighbors, the Her-
mansons, are taking a bus trip to Washington State to visit relatives. I want to go on 
the same bus.” At first her mother was reluctant when Flossie said, “I plan to move 
there.” When her father said, “If that’s what you want to do, I’m all for it,” her 
mother agreed. 
 
   On the bus trip she enjoyed the Hermansons’ company and it helped alleviate 
some of the fear of moving so far from home. [I thought she was very brave.] In Chi-
cago they parted company while they took the northern route and she headed for 
Utah with a stopover in Salt Lake City. There she heard the famed Mormon Taberna-
cle Choir sing and saw the Great Salt Lake. From there she traveled through Nevada 
and on to California. When she finally arrived in Los Angeles, she was thrilled to find 
that there was a Y.W.C.A. right near the bus station where she could stay. She de-
cided to check out the “Big City.” 
 
   It didn’t take her long to figure out that Los Angeles was not for her. So she got on 
a bus and headed for Santa Monica. She immediately checked the classified ads 
looking for a room to rent, found one, and settled in. She also had to find a job be-
fore her only funds, $70, were depleted. Flossie found an opening at Douglas Air-
craft Co. in the tax department, where she eventually worked her way up to Execu-
tive Secretary. 
                                                                                                                                                  
   Flossie attended the Free Methodist Church and its youth activities. One day a 
friend told her, “I’d like you to meet my fiancé’s roommate. He’s a really special per-
son.” Flossie was curious so she quickly agreed. Her friend introduced her to Wallace 
Munroe. He immediately liked her happy demeanor and later commented, “Their 
meeting was meant to be.” After dating about eight months, they decided to marry 
on March 13, 1958. 
 
   Wally was working at Douglas Aircraft Co. as a design engineer and attended 
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U.C.L.A. part-time while working toward a degree in astro-
physics. A son, Stephen Wallace, was born to the couple on 
February 19th, 1959. Wally decided to work full-time at 
Douglas Aircraft and gave up his college studies in order to 
support his growing family. He was so thorough in his inspec-
tions of the airplane engines that Flossie commented that she 
never had to fear flying on certain airplanes because she 
knew he did such a fine job. 
 
   The young couple lived in several apartments in the Los 
Angeles area before finally settling down in a home in Foun-
tain Valley, CA. They had four more children in the ensuing 
years: Kenneth in 1960, Edward in 1962, Janice in 1965 
and Diane in 1968.  
 
   We will miss Flossie and we’ll never forget the brave 
young woman who left her family in Monson, Massachusetts 
for a new life in California. As her husband said, “It was 
meant to be.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert & Amy (Swetland) Miller and their 18 children. 
Flossie is in second row on left in pink polka dot dress. 
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Dolores N. Swetland 
Jan. 12, 1925-Nov. 10, 2012 

 
Dolores Swetland, the mother of a past SFA President, Roger Swetland, and grandmother of our previous president, Ja-
mie Swetland, died last fall. She attended one of the reunions at the Swetland Pond in Lawton, PA, as it was her pond at 
the time. 
 
Dolores, 87, of Endicott, NY, formerly of Lawton, PA passed November 10, 2012 in Endicott, NY. She was born in Dickson 
City, PA, the daughter of the late Chester and Sophia C. [Wawrzynski] Novak. Her husband Elmer "Gump" D. Swetland 
predeceased her. Dolores enjoyed her family and traveling. Her longtime companion, Walter Hayes, recently passed 
away on January 6th of 2013 at the age of 91. Dolores is survived by daughters & sons-in-law, Sandra & Charles Wil-
liams of Stevensville, MD, Sally & James Pepper of Bolton Landing, NY, sons & daughters-in-law, Roger & Priscilla Swet-
land of Montrose, PA, James & Norma Swetland of Mineral Point, PA, Eugene & Dawn Swetland of Montrose, PA, and 
numerous grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Also surviving Dolores are her sisters & brother-in-law, Beverly & Jerry 
Morley, Patricia Noone, Phyllis Brink, and sister-in-law, Mary Swetland Bishop. 

Norris Swetland (lower ad) was a confec-
tioner whose roots were hard to find. Read 
about a breakthrough on his line on page 3. 
 Source: 1875 Rochester, NY City directory.  

 



 

 

Breakthrough on Norris Swetland’s Family Tree 

By Wayne Friedman 
 

   I have been searching for a VERY long time to find my wife’s Grandfather, Earl Byron Swetland, and his par-
ents on the 1880 US Census.  Although I knew Grandpa Earl was born in New York, and had extensive docu-
mentation of a person I strongly believed was his father, Norris Swetland working in Rochester, NY as a confec-
tioner, there was still little to prove that Grandpa Earl and his mother, Mary Elizabeth Moss, were linked to this 
very Norris Swetland.   
 

   The only reference I had to place great-grandma Mary (Moss) Swetland to Rochester, New York was her 
obituary in the Washington Post, which requested it to be published in both St. Albans, Vermont (her birthplace), 
and Rochester, N.Y., where some her friends remained.  She listed herself as the widow of a Norris Swetland 
for many years in the Washington D.C. city directory, but again I wasn’t sure if it was the same Norris. 
  

   In September of 2012, I finally found the family of Norris Swetland on the 1880 U.S. Federal Census in Roch-
ester, N.Y. by searching ancestry.com by his first instead of his last name, since my previous ancestry.com 
searches had failed. It turns out that Norris’ last name was listed as “Dweillen” instead of “Swetland or Sweat-
land” on the Census. Despite the last name error, I knew that the family on this1880 census page was the right 
one because it showed Norris, his wife Mary, son Earl, and Mary’s sister, Sarah Morse [or Moss]. That census 
linked my wife’s grandfather, Earl, to to his father, Norris the Confectioner, with proof that it was great-
grandma Mary Moss based on her sister living in the same house.  It also listed Mary as a confectioner. 
 

   Sarah Angela Moss, Mary’s sister, later marries John Henry Heinbuch, Jr. in 1886, and also moved to Wash-
ington D.C. where almost the entire Moss clan resided.  This is so important, because I had never seen any evi-
dence of the Moss family in Rochester, NY until this discovery.  This also reinforces how close Mary and Sarah 
likely were, which may explain why they took turns caring for their widowed mother, Mary Elizabeth (Morean) 
Moss in 1900 and 1910, as shown in those Censuses. 
 

   The day after I found the 1880 Census, I discovered the New York State Census of 1875, seen below, on 
familysearch.org showing N. Sweatland (Norris) married to M.E. Sweatland (Mary Elizabeth Moss).  The states 
of birth are correct – Massachusetts for Norris and Vermont for Mary.  He was a confectioner; she was a house-
keeper.  This was the year before my wife’s grandfather was born, as well as the earliest document with Norris 
married to Mary.  (On the 1870 Census, he had been married to his first wife, Anna Hosmer.)  

   
 The new census finds also definitively link Norris Swetland to the Swetland lineage, tracing back to the Swet-
land Homestead in Wyoming, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania. This was home for Luke Swetland, the most famous 
American Swetland in genealogy circles via Norris, son of Eli Sr., son of Theophilus, son of Israel Sr., son of Jo-
seph, the brother of Luke and son of John Oliver. 
 

   Therefore, Norris Swetland the confectioner, who was born in Longmeadow, Massachusetts to Eli Swetland 
and Sophia McGregory, was in fact my wife Tara’s great-grandfather. Tara’s  great-grandfather was in fact 
the brother of Truman Monroe Swetland, who built the 4 downtown skyscrapers in Cleveland, OH, and owned 
that magical plantation on the Isle of Pines, Cuba.  Norris was also the brother of Edwin Payson Swetland, who 
built the Swetland Sweet Shop in Portland, Oregon, and the countless other siblings who all seemed to be con-
nected to the confectionery/restaurant business. (See SFA Lore #60, Winter 2011 article, “Swetlands with a 
Sweet Tooth” for more on this family.)                                                                 (Continued on p. 4) 
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Norris and Mary Swe(a)tland in 1875 N.Y. State Census 
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 (Continued from p. 3) 
    
   For those who wish to see further evidence, I have a copy of Mary Elizabeth 
Moss Swetland’s obituary from the Washington Times. This was the first reference 
of our Mary Swetland directly to Rochester, NY, where Norris was, along with all 
of his other confectioner siblings and their spouses—Edwin Payson and Laura 
Quimby, Truman Monroe and Caroline “Carrie” Raymond Hamilton, Elvira and Al-
fred Countryman, Ellen and Henry Crowell, George, and Warren. I also have de-
tails on Norris’ advertisement in the 1875 Rochester City Directory. You may con-
tact me by email at mikhail525@hotmail.com. 
 
 Editor’s Note: Wayne Friedman lives in Knoxville, Tennessee with his wife Tara Swetland 
Friedman, who is the youngest great-grandchild of Norris and grandchild of Earl.  Their chil-
dren are Isaac Byron, Hannah Delora, and Naomi Taylor Friedman. 

 

Donation Form (Please make checks out to Swetland Family Association) 
 

My name is _____________________________________________ 
 

Enclosed is my donation for the newsletter fund $________ ,                                   
the general (reunion) fund $________  and the scholarship fund $________ . 
 
To save on newsletter expenses, you can arrange to have future newsletters 
emailed to you by simply doing the following: 
      Send an e-mail to Mark Harrison at   Publisher@swetland.org 

MAIL TO: 
       Priscilla Swetland, Treasurer 
       4819 State Route 367 
       Montrose, PA 18801-6916 

Florence Miller Munroe 
September 29, 1929-December 20, 2012 

 
   Florence Munroe attended the 2012 SFA 
Reunion. Of her the SFA Treasurer Priscilla 
Swetland wrote, “I am so glad everyone got 
to meet her last July at the reunion, her sec-
ond. She saw a lot of family members and a 
lot of the East coast and I know she had a 
good trip. We will miss her very much.” 
 

   Florence wrote, “I was born September 
29, 1929 (at home, in Monson, Massachu-
setts), the 15th of 19 children of Robert K. 
and Amy M.S. Miller.”  After working for an 
insurance company in Springfield and later 
at Clarke School for the Deaf in Northamp-
ton . . . I decided to go to California to look 
for work. In Santa Monica I met Wallace 
Munroe, and we hit it off right away. We 
were married [there] March 13, 1958.” 
 

   In 1965 the family moved to Fountain Val-
ley where Florence participated in many 
volunteer positions, including teacher’s aide, 
Cub Scout Den Mother and Assistant Girl 
Scout Leader. Her husband died February 4, 
2009. Survivors include children Stephen, 
Kenneth, Edward, Janice, and Diane. 
 
(See President’s Message for more on Florence.) 

Vivian M. Sweetland 
January 18, 1922-December 24, 2012 

 
Longtime Lore reader Vivian M. Sweetland, 
passed away last Christmas Eve at the age 
of 90 in Youngsville, PA, where she had 
resided for many years. 
 

Vivian was born at home at "Cobbs Cor-
ners" in Spring Creek Township, Pennsyl-
vania, on January 18, 1922, a daughter of 
the late Alice (Garber) and Leon Mitchell. 
She married Robert E. Sweetland on June 
10, 1943. He preceded her in death in 
2008.  
 

She was employed as a beautician at 
Marian's Beauty Salon in Youngsville for 
several years and also was a Library Aide 
at Youngsville High School for eight years. 
 

Vivian was a member of the Youngsville 
First United Methodist Church as well as the 
Order of the Eastern Star , the American 
Field Service and the Girl Scout Council. 
 

Surviving are a son, John (Myra) M. Sweet-
land, of Hudson, Ohio; 2 daughters, Janet 
S. Wilson, of Blairsville, Pa. and Penny 
(Gary) Lester, of Russell, Pa.; a sister Leah 
Pokosh, of Columbus, Pa.; as well as grand-
children and great-grandchildren. 
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